
This year, separate Community Visioning Sessions  were held in
Manhattan and the Bronx, bringing together residents and
representatives from diverse organizations to share their
experiences and visions for the future of the High Bridge and
Highbridge Parks.

While the two communities have had very different experiences,
through the course of the meetings, residents and partners found
that they share the same goals and visions for the High Bridge
and their neighborhoods.  Three priorities were identified:
1) increasing park programming and use
2) linking the Bronx and Manhattan communities to the project
3) reopening the High Bridge

Both communities are eager to meet their neighbors across the
bridge, and 2006 will bring a joint session, where individuals
from both sides of the river can work together to meet their
goals.

The Historic Districts Council  listed the Old Croton Aqueduct
as one of the most endangered landmarks in New York City ,
bringing attention to the High Bridge from the city-wide
preservation community.

In April 2005, the High Bridge Coalition  collaborated with
The Gotham Center for New York City History  to produce a
conference entitled “New York’s Water Supply System: A
Study in the Monumental.”   The conference paid special
attention to the role that the High Bridge played in the
development of New York City, as well as opportunities for
the future.  The event attracted more than 600 people and
increased the visibility of the project.

On June 29th, fifteen members of Congressman José Serrano’s
staff  joined Bronx Borough President Adolfo Carrion  for a tour of
the bridge. Congressman Serrano has successfully secured $5
million in federal funds for the restoration of the High Bridge.

Envisioning the Future

Raising Awareness Citywide

Ø Improved trail and staircase access to the Manhattan side of the High
Bridge through $3.5 million in Federal and City funding. Currently
in design.

Ø Restoring the historic Gate Houses at both ends of the High Bridge
together with the NYC Department of Environmental Protection,
including new roofs and facade work.

Ø Improved parks, paths and landscaping north of the High Bridge as
part of the Harlem River Greenway , made possible by $1 million
from Borough President Carrion and $2.4 million in State and Federal
funding.  Currently in design.

Ø Completed playground improvements at the Coogan’s Bluff
Playground at 157th Street in Manhattan, greatly enhancing the space
for children in the area.

Ø Funding for a Mountain Bike Trail  below Fort George Hill in
Manhattan.  Work will begin this spring.

News from

Increasing Investment in the
High Bridge and Highbridge Parks

Residents, representatives from local organizations and
Summer Youth Employment Program  participants marched in
this year’s Dominican Day Parade  carrying signs in both
English and Spanish that read “Re-Open the High Bridge!”
Marching in the parade helped bring the campaign to the
attention of a broader audience.

In addition, this year there was significant investment in park
improvements prior to the restoration of the High Bridge:

HIGH BRIDGE IN THE NEWS
“Span Doctors”  by Dan Kadison in The New York Post, Feb. 28, 2005

“Finally, an Upgrade For an Old Bridge” by Joseph Fried  in The New York
Times, June 26, 2005

“A Walkway From Manhattan to the Bronx” Op-Ed Piece by David Rivel
in The New York Times , Nov. 27, 2005

“Rebuilding Bridges” by Meritxtell Mir in  Manhattan Times, Dec. 1, 2005

This review of the High Bridge Catalyst Project looks back on important developments in 2005.
Information about the bridge reached new audiences, while important improvements to the parks
were made.  New programs and increasing resident involvement enriched community life.  Thanks
to partners new and old; we look forward to future collaborations.

The High Bridge
The High Bridge Catalyst Project, a joint program of the New York City Department of Parks & Recreation and
City Parks Foundation, is working to bring together neighborhood residents and community leaders, along with
local and city-wide organizations committed to the reopening of the High Bridge and the restoration of Highbridge
Parks in Manhattan and the Bronx.
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Community Programs in Manhattan A survey of neighborhood residents in the Bronx and Manhattan was
conceived of and conducted by active residents and local partners.
Priorities identified will be used to guide the agendas of the
community groups.

Community Programs in the Bronx

For more information about how to get involved, call Joseph Sanchez at 212-927-5864 or e-mail
Joseph.Sanchez@parks.nyc.gov

In 2005, park use on both sides of the High Bridge increased
with more than 100 events and volunteer projects.

Looking forward to 2006:
Ø Release of the much anticipated $1.9 million study by the Department of Transportation of the

condition and needs of the High Bridge.

ØØØØØ Bringing the Bronx and Manhattan Highbridge communities together as partners.

Efforts by the Northern Manhattan Parks Administrator’s office
and community partners helped Manhattan’s Highbridge Park
solidify its reputation as a high quality venue for local and city-
wide events. Programming in the Recreation Center also
flourished, building upon the strong foundation of previous
years.

Ø CityParks Concerts featuring The Beatnuts, Oro
Solido, and Aguakate

Ø The 3rd Annual Uptown Arts Stroll
Ø Uptown Treasures
Ø Open New York
Ø Danza Washington Heights
Ø Adventures NYC (formerly NYC Trails Day)

Repeat Performances:

New Programs:
Ø Hike the Heights with C.L.I.M.B.
Ø Washington Heights/Inwood Basketball

Tournament
Ø Halloween Haunted Tower
Ø Hurricane Relief Efforts at the Highbridge

Recreation Center

High Bridge Partners
High Bridge Coalition (steering committee includes: City Parks Foundation, Friends of
Highbridge Park, Friends of the Old Croton Aqueduct, NYC Department of
Environmental Protection, NYC Department of Parks & Recreation, New York
Restoration Project).

Abada Capoeira, Alianza Dominicana, Bridge Builders, Bronx Community Board 4,
C.L.I.M.B., Cocolart, C.O.D.E.S., Community League of the Heights, Danza
Washington Heights, East River C.R.E.W., Francisco Alfonso Juvenile Baseball League,
Fresh Youth Initiatives, Highbridge Community Development Corporation, Highbridge
Community Life Center, Highbridge Houses (Bronx), Highbridge Unity Center,
Highbridge Parents, Highbridge Voices, Inwood Community Services, “It Takes A
Village,” Manhattan Community Board 12, NYC Department of Transportation,
NYPD, Office of Bronx Borough President Adolfo Carrion, Office of Council Member
Helen Foster, Office of Council Member Miguel Martinez, Samaritan Village,
Transportation Alternatives, and many others.

This update was made possible by the Partnerships for Parks’
Catalyst Program with support from the Altman Foundation,
Booth Ferris Foundation, Saul Z. & Amy S. Cohen Family
Foundation Inc., Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation, J.M. Kaplan
Fund, New York State Department of State Local Waterfront
Revitalization Program, The Scherman Foundation, The Starr
Foundation, The Timberland Company, Congressman José
Serrano, and the New York City Council.

The Parks Department led 36 tours of the Highbridge Water
Tower.  More than 200 children from six local schools
participated in trail and bike hikes through Highbridge Park.

In 2005, Highbridge Park in the Bronx became a center of
activity for community programs.

The “Take Care of Highbridge” health fair, produced by
Samaritan Village and other local partners, returned for its
2nd year, drawing more than 300 attendees and
establishing the event as an important new community
program.

Other highlights include Highbridge Parents’ “Back to
School” event, Highbridge Voices Community Festival,
and the 2nd Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony.

For the first time, a bilingual calendar was developed to promote
events on both sides of the High Bridge.  More than 4000 were
distributed.


