
ANSWER:
THE HIGH BRIDGE!

QUESTION:
WHAT IS NEW YORK CITY•S 

OLDEST STANDING BRIDGE?

Opened in 1848, the High Bridge was an essential part of the 
Old Croton Aqueduct. The aqueduct brought fresh drinking 
water to Manhattan from the Croton River in Westchester, 
traveling a total of 41 miles to its final destination at 42nd 
Street. Modeled after Roman aqueduct bridges, the High 
Bridge was an engineering marvel of its time; an elegant stroll 
on the bridge quickly became a popular weekend activity. 

While New Yorkers continue to enjoy park activities and dramatic 
views, the High Bridge itself has been closed since the 1970•s.  
Connecting two boroughs and two scenic parks, the High Bridge 
is linked to some of the city•s most beautiful trails and greenways.  
The Highbridge Parks in the Bronx and Manhattan, comprising 
more than 120 acres of parkland, host a variety of activities and 
events, from swimming and cycling to tree lightings and tours of 
the historic Highbridge Water Tower. 

Historic Print: Harper’s Weekly, 1867

The High Bridge

LINKING THE BRONX AND MANHATTAN FOR OVER 150 YEARS
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HIGH BRIDGE COALITION
Connecting the Past – Creating the Future

www.thehighbridge.org

Members of the growing High Bridge Coalition include City Parks Foundation, Cocolart, 
East River C.R.E.W., Friends of Highbridge Park, Friends of the Old Croton Aqueduct, 
Highbridge Community Development Corporation, National Park Service, New York 
Restoration Project, NYC Department of Environmental Protection, NYC Department 
of Parks & Recreation, NYC Department of Transportation, Partnerships for Parks, 
Samaritan Village, Standing by Water, and Transportation Alternatives.

For more information, call 718-430-1803.

Now, a campaign to restore the parks and reopen the bridge 
is gaining momentum. When the High Bridge is reopened, it 

will be the city•s only interborough bridge that is exclusively for 
pedestrians and bicyclists. 

ACROSS THE HIGH BRIDGE? WOULD YOU LIKE TO STROLL








